
VANDERBILT ANESTHESIOLOGY 
The BH Robbins Scholars Program 
 
 
Director: Frederic T. (Josh) Billings IV, MD, MSc, Professor, Research Division 

Assoc Director: Carrie Grueter, PhD, Research Associate Professor, Research Division 

Program Manager: Amy Zipp 

Goal: The curriculum is intended to facilitate learning in the following areas: 1) skillsets required to  

become a successful physician-scientist, 2) resources available at VU/VUMC, and 3) personal and professional 

development. The format of the sessions is designed to create a psychological safe environment encouraging active 

engagement in an effort for scholars to know and reach their full potential. Most of the sessions are designed to also 

provide opportunities to network and engage with research faculty and leadership in the Department and VU/VUMC.  

Programming 2024-25 

Time & place: First Thursday of each month, VUH 2301 (Entry code 231) or TVC 4648 

Session- 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm;  Scholars’ Meeting- 4:30-5:00 pm 

 
Date Location  Lecture Topic                                        Presenter 

July 11       Double Dogs BH Robbins’ Social    
 

Aug 1 VUH 2301  Getting the Most Out of the Mentor-Mentee Relationship Pratik Pandharipande, MD 
                             Prof Anes and Surgery 

    Vice Chair, Faculty Affairs 
 

Sept 5 VUH 2301  Leading an Effective Mentorship Committee Meeting                         T. Alp Ikizler, MD 
                             Prof Medicine, Vice Chair 

Clinical Res    
 

Oct 3 VUH 2301  Perioperative Brain Health                   Daniel Cole, MD 
Prof Clincal Anes 

Dept of Anes and Perioperative Med 

       UCLA               

Nov 7 TVC 4648  Sharpening Your Negotiation Skills                                                      Ray Friedman PhD 
Brownlee O. Currey Chair         

Prof Management 
VU Owen School of Management 

 

Dec 5 VUH 2301  Burnout and Work-life Integration    Charlene Dewey, MD, MEd, MACP 

  Asst Dean for Ed Development  

Prof Medicine, VUMC  
Dir, Center for Professional Health  

       

Jan 23 VUH 2301  Professional Development- ‘Editorial Work’       Roman M. Sniecinski, MD, MSc  

Prof and Vice Chair Res,  

Department of Anesthesiology  
Emory University School of Medicine  

Executive Editor, Anesthesia and Analgesia 
             

Feb 6 TVC 4648  How to Give an Effective Research Presentation                              William P. Tansey, PhD 
Ingram Prof Cancer Res, 

Prof Biochem, VU 
             

Mar 6 VUH 2301  Building, Managing, and Supporting a Research Team                       Lorraine Ware, MD 
Prof Med 

Dir Med Scholar Program 
             

Apr 3 VUH 2301  Scholar Works in Progress (WIPS)                                                       Robbins Scholars 
             

May 2        VUH 2301              Professional Development Talk           James P. Rathmell, MD 
             Chair, Dept Anes 

Leroy D. Vandam Prof of Anes 
                          Harvard Medical School 

Editor in Chief, Anesthesiology 


