Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Adult Neurology Residency Program

___  Elective
Goals and Objectives

The core educational objective during ____ Elective is to acquire practical experience towards the overall objectives of the residency program as they specifically apply to competence in _____.

The core educational objectives include: 

1) Patient care:  Acquire the knowledge, skills, and attitudes to perform a complete, relevant, and organized neurological history and examination.  Provide patient care that is compassionate, appropriate, and effective for the treatment of health problems and promotion of health.  Competently perform all medical, diagnostic, and interventional procedures considered essential for the practice of neurology.

2) Medical knowledge:  Demonstrate knowledge of established and evolving biomedical, clinical, epidemiological, and social-behavioral sciences as well as the application of this knowledge to patient care.  Localize, diagnose, formulate and manage the complete range of acute and non-acute neurological illness.  

3) Practice-based learning and improvement:  Demonstrate the ability to investigate and evaluate their care of patients, to appraise and assimilate scientific evidence, and to continuously improve patient care based on constant self-evaluation and life-long learning.

4) Interpersonal and communication skills: Demonstrate interpersonal and communication skills that result in the effective exchange of information and collaboration with patients, their families, and health professionals.

5) Professionalism:  Demonstrate a commitment to carry out professional responsibilities and an adherence to ethical principles.

6) System-based practice: Demonstrate and awareness of and responsiveness to the larger context and system of health care, as well as the ability to call effectively on other resources in the system to provide optimal healthcare.

Through the ___  elective, residents will acquire the knowledge, skills, and attitudes to perform a thorough neurological exam and to diagnosis and manage _____.  This is done by providing faculty supervised care to a diverse population of patients presenting with a broad range of neurological illnesses.  
The specific educational goals for these experiences include:
1. Patient care:

	Developmental milestone
	Assessment method/Tools

	Obtain a neurologic history that is complete, relevant, organized and incorporates subtle verbal and non-verbal cues
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation

	Obtain a neurological exam that is complete and relevant with additional maneuvers as necessary
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation

	Manage and treat neurological conditions individualized to specific patients,

adapted based on patient response, and

modified based on complications
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation

	Consult other physicians when necessary
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation

	Describe abnormalities and interpret brain MR, CT
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation


2. Medical knowledge:

	Developmental milestone
	Assessment method/Tools

	Accurately localize specific regions
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation

	Accurately correlates clinical presentation with detailed anatomy.  Continuously reconsiders diagnostic differential in response to changes in clinical circumstances.  Demonstrates sophisticated and detailed knowledge of pathophysiology and educates others about diagnostic reasoning.
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation



	Discuss general diagnostic approaches

Interpret results of common and uncommon diagnostic tests.  Explain diagnostic yield and cost-effectiveness of testing.  Recognize indications and implications of genetic testing.  Recognize indications of advanced imaging
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation


3. Practice-based learning and improvement:  

	Developmental milestone
	Assessment method/Tools

	Identify and perform appropriate learning activities/learning plan.  Identify strengths, deficiencies, and limits in one’s knowledge and expertise
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation

	Use scholarly activities and guidelines to answer patient care issues.  Locate, appraise, and assimilate evidence from scientific studies related to their patients’ health problems.  Understand limits of evidence-based medicine in patient care
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation

	Critically evaluate scientific literature
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation

	Use information technology to optimize learning
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation

	Participate in education of patients, families, students, residents and other health professionals
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation




4. Interpersonal and communication skills:  

	Developmental milestone
	Assessment method/Tools

	Engage patients in shared decision-making.  Uses easy-to-understand language
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation

	Educate patients about their disease and management
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation

	Communicate effectively with physicians, other health professionals, and health related agencies
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation

	Act in consultative role to other physicians and health professionals.  Effectively communicate results of consultation in a timely manner
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation

	Maintain comprehensive, timely, and legible medical records.  Demonstrate synthesis, formulation and thought process in documentation
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation

Chart review


5. Professionalism:  

	Developmental milestone
	Assessment method/Tools

	Consistently demonstrates professional behavior, including dress and timeliness.

Compassion, integrity, and respect for others in non-discriminatory way 

Respect for patient privacy and autonomy
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation



	Sensitivity and responsiveness to a diverse patient population, including but not limited to diversity in gender, age, culture, race, religion, disabilities, and sexual orientation
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation



	Responsiveness to patient needs and supersedes self-interest, even in the context of disagreement with patient’s beliefs
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation



	Advocate for quality patient care
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation




6. System-based practice:  

	Developmental milestone
	Assessment method/Tools

	Work effectively in various health care delivery settings and systems relevant to their clinical specialty
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation



	Coordinate patient care within the health care system
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation

	Incorporate considerations of cost awareness and risk-benefit analysis in patient and/or population-based care as appropriate
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation

	Incorporates available quality measures in patient care
	Direct observation

Faculty evaluation


During the ___  Elective, resident will be responsible for managing a broad range of patients with ___.  Clinics will be held at The Vanderbilt Clinic.  Resident will rotate through clinics with various attendings, attend journal club, and participate in multidisciplinary conferences. 
Resident responsibilities

· Participate and remain fully engaged with clinic, surgery, and conference.

· Obtain a full history, physical exam, and review of available data prior to presenting a formulated assessment and plan to the attending.
· Once staffed with the attending, implement the final plan (i.e. write prescriptions, order radiology) as well as document a complete note as per attending preference. Notes must be available in StarPanel ideally within 24 hours, no longer than 3 days of the encounter.
· Residents are responsible for following up on results of all studies ordered.

· Outside of clinic, all patient calls will be directed to the appropriate resident or resident providing cross coverage.  Residents should never hesitate to discuss any questions/concerns with their attending.

Attending Faculty Responsibilities
· Residents present each clinic patient with their diagnosis and therapeutic plans immediately after their encounter. 
· The faculty member reviews the history, physical findings, impression, and treatment plan with the resident and confirms appropriate portions with the patient

· Attending faculty will attest resident notes within 48 hours of their completion and transmit them to referring providers as soon as notes are available.  

· Identify teaching points from the clinical caseload.
· Assign appropriate reading and research to residents.
· Conduct follow-up discussions at the beginning or end of clinic.
· Faculty members are encouraged to schedule brief presentations by residents, reviewing assigned topics. 
· Complete a comprehensive evaluation on their residents.  They are encouraged to regularly give the residents direct verbal feedback on their clinical performance and medical record on at least a quarterly basis.
