Vanderbilt University Medical Center (VUMC) is a robust health system with clinics and hospitals across Tennessee and neighboring states. As the largest private employer in Middle Tennessee, VUMC has a workforce of nearly 30,000, including more than 1,000 resident physicians who seek training annually. 

VUMC was the only health system in the Southeast to be named to U.S. News & World Report’s 2021-2022 Honor Roll of America’s Best Hospitals in the publication’s annual rankings of health care facilities. Managing more than 2.6 million patient visits each year, VUMC is one of the largest academic medical centers and health systems in the Southeast, providing preventative services, Level 1 trauma care, treatment for complex conditions, including the only National Cancer Institute-designated Comprehensive Cancer Center in the region, and hope for those with rare and difficult to diagnose disorders through the Vanderbilt Undiagnosed Disease Program. VUMC is consistently considered among the nation’s best hospitals, nationally ranked by U.S. News and World Report in multiple specialties, including the Vanderbilt Transplant Center, which is ranked #1 in the world for heart transplants and performed a record 637 solid organ transplants in 2021 (both adult and pediatric) despite the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. VUMC’s Monroe Carell Jr. Children's Hospital ranks #1 children’s hospital in the southeast and includes 12 designated centers of excellence. The growing health system (Vanderbilt Health) has 1,615 licensed hospital beds across seven regional facilities.  In addition, through the Vanderbilt Health Affiliated Network, VUMC works with more than 70 hospitals and 6,400 clinicians across Tennessee and five neighboring states to share best practices and bring value-driven and cost-effective health care to the Mid-South. 

VUMC’s world-leading academic departments and centers make scientific discoveries, advance clinical care and train the next generation of researchers and health care professionals through nearly 150 residency, fellowship and training grant programs. Of the 48 biomedical research training grants at Vanderbilt, 28 are led by VUMC-employed faculty, and most biomedical research-oriented graduate students are trained and mentored in VUMC laboratories, which also train ~200 postdoctoral fellows each year.  The robust research enterprise ranks among the top 20 centers in the country as measured by peer-reviewed grant funding to the School of Medicine, currently ranked 12th in NIH funding to U.S. medical schools (federal fiscal year 2021). VUMC’s current research portfolio includes $836M in sponsored projects for over 900 principal investigators.  Flagship research programs include BioVU, a 250,000 subject de-identified DNA biobank linked to the Synthetic Derivative (SD), a de-identified image of the Vanderbilt EMR designed to support research; the Vanderbilt Institute for Clinical and Translational Research (VICTR) funded by recent NIH U54 grant award $64.5M to speed bench-to-bedside translation of scientific discoveries; the NIH All of Us Data and Research Support Center led by VUMC to support the $1.5B All of Us research program; the Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center, and the Vanderbilt Memory and Alzheimer’s Center, which is leading a five-year, $31.7 million grant by the National Institute on Aging to harmonize research data gathered on human subjects in scores of disparate studies of Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias.  Beyond infrastructure, the nimbleness of the discovery engine is demonstrated by the rapid pivot and progress to address the COVID-19 pandemic.  VUMC’s efforts have ranged from fundamental discovery to understanding the biology of the SARS-CoV-2 virus and pathology of COVID-19 infection, to developing and validating new vaccines, therapeutics, policy and treatment practices that have had a global impact. Vanderbilt investigators have been awarded nearly $250M in grant funding for COVID-19 research, including projects sponsored by NIH, DARPA, NSF, CDC, PCORI, Gilead, AstraZeneca, Moderna, Janssen/Johnson & Johnson, and others, with over 744 COVID-related peer-reviewed publications (including 32 in highest impact journals: Cell, JAMA, Lancet, NEJM, Nature) led or co-authored by Vanderbilt researchers.  


