
 

  
 

  

  

 

Colorectal Research Newsletter - Summer 2023 

FELLOWSHIP 

Salvatore Parascandola concluded his fellowship at the end of July.  We had an outstanding year with 
him and are sorry to see him go. Erin Wolf-Horrell from Vanderbilt has taken over as the 2023-24 
Colorectal Fellow.   

Also this summer, we bid farewell to Andrea Fa, who served as our inaugural Colorectal Research 
Fellow. We were fortunate to recruit Samuel Younan from the Vanderbilt Residency Program to serve 
as our 2023-24 Research Fellow.   

AWARDS 

Dr. Khan was selected to present his work at the 2023 Southeastern Surgical Congress “Shark Tank 
Program”. 

Andrea Fa and Georgina Sellyn were awarded Honorable Mention at the 41st Annual Vanderbilt VUMC 
Research Forum. 

GRANTS 

Megan Shroder was awarded a highly competitive General Surgery Resident Research Initiation Grant 
from the American Society of Colon & Rectal Surgeons on a project entitled “Patient Reported Outcome 
Measures in Diverticulitis”. 

Thomas Ueland was awarded a prestigious NIDDK Medical Student Research Training Program grant 
that will fund his year of research building a Diverticulitis Polygenic Risk Score model.  Tom worked with 
faculty across Vanderbilt to craft his grant proposal and secured NIH funding on his first try! 

CURRENT 
RESEARCH 

 

Drs. Hopkins and Younan are working on a project looking at outliers from our ERAS program.   

Dr. Khan continues his work examining various ways machine learning can aid surgeons in the operating 
room. 

Drs. Ford and Wolf-Horrell are working on a preoperative weight loss program for our patients 
suffering from morbid obesity.   

Drs. Hawkins and Younan are working to test a newly created decision aid for patients with recurrent 
diverticulitis.  

Drs. Khan, Fa and Younan, along with Hillary Samaras, are working with a collaborative out of the 
University of Colorado looking at the non-operative treatment of rectal cancer.  

PAPERS 
PUBLISHED The section had 16 papers published in the first half of 2023.  They follow on the next page. 

PRESENTATIONS 

The section had five separate research presentations at the 2023 American Society of Colon & Rectal 
Surgeons meeting.  Abstracts were presented by Drs. Fa, Khan, Parascandola, and Shroder, and Mr. 
Ueland.  

Also at the 2023 ASCRS meeting, Dr. Ford delivered a talk titled “Scoping uncharted territory: screening 
and surveillance in young onset colorectal cancer”. 

Drs. Khan and Shroder both presented at the 2023 meeting of the TN chapter of the ACS.  

DEADLINES The deadline for abstract submission for the 2024 ASCRS meeting is Sunday, October 29, 2023.  

VISIT OUR 
WEBPAGE AND 
SUPPORT OUR 
WORK 
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