
  
 

  

  

 

Colorectal Research Newsletter – Summer 2024 

FELLOWSHIP 
In August, we will say goodbye to our 2023-24 Fellow, Erin Wolf-Horrell. She is off to a faculty position at 
the University of Kentucky.  At the same time, we welcome our 2024-25 fellow, Phillip Williams, from 
the University of Toronto.   

STAFFING 
We also welcome Danish Ali, who will be joining our group as a research assistant from Aga Khan 
University in Pakistan.   

VUMC Medical Student Adam Fahey will be joining the group for his research immersion project 
examining barriers to an antibiotic free approach to acute uncomplicated diverticulitis.  

GRANTS 

Aimal Khan was awarded two grants. The first was from the Association for Surgical Education (ASE) 
Research Foundation on a project “Development and Validation of the Clutch Proficiency Index (CPI)”.  
The second was from the Vanderbilt Institute for Surgery and Engineering for a project titled 
“Development of an objective and reproducible method of measuring anastomotic tension.” 

Thomas Ueland was awarded a SAGES Medical Student Research Award for his project titled “Clinically 
Significant Thresholds for Patient-reported Outcomes after Crohn’s-related Bowel Resection”. 

Samuel Younan was awarded a position on the VUMC Gastroenterology T32 program.  

CURRENT 
RESEARCH 
 

Dr. Ayesiga Herman visited our center from Tanzania in early 2024 as part of his NCI funded project with 
the GI SPORE to investigate molecular characteristics of colorectal cancer in Tanzania.  

Dr. Younan is working on a project to assess decisional conflict in patients considering colectomy for 
diverticulitis. 

Drs. Ford and Wolf-Horrell continue their work on a preoperative weight loss program for our patients 
suffering from morbid obesity. 

Drs. Hawkins, Khan and McChesney are working on a study examining a novel treatment for anal fistula. 

PAPERS 
PUBLISHED 

The group had 13 papers published in the first half of 2024.  They follow on the next page. 

Dr. Beck was the lead author on “THE LEGACY CONTINUES: A history of the ASCRS and Affiliated 
Organizations: 1999-2024.”). ASCRS, Springer 2024.ISBN 978-3-031-52892-7.  

PRESENTATIONS 
The section had five separate research abstracts presented at the 2024 American Society of Colon & 
Rectal Surgeons meeting.  Abstracts were authored by Drs. Fa, Younan, and Shroder along with multiple 
faculty members. Three of these were selected for oral presentations! 

Drs. Ford, McChesney and Khan all presented talks at this year’s ASCRS meeting.  

APPOINTMENTS Dr. Hawkins was appointed to the editorial board of Annals of Surgery.  

DEADLINES 
The deadline for abstract submission for the 2025 AAS/SUS Academic Surgical Congress is Friday, 
August 9, 2024 @ 11:59 PM EDT. 

The deadline for abstract submission for the 2025 ASCRS Meeting is Tuesday, October 15, 2024, 11:59 
pm EST.  

WEBPAGE  Visit our webpage and support our work! https://www.vumc.org/vcrg/homepage 

COMMENTS, 
CORRECTIONS, 
COLLABORATION 

Contact Alexander Hawkins at alex.hawkins@vumc.org or +1.617.480.9014. 

https://www.vumc.org/vcrg/homepage
mailto:alex.hawkins@vumc.org
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10.1097/DCR.0000000000003276. Epub 2024 Jan 31. PMID: 38294832. 
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938. doi: 10.1002/jso.27572. Epub 2024 Jan 2. PMID: 38167808. 
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38498217; PMCID: PMC10948474. 
 
Mirza MB, Gamboa AC, Irlmeier R, Hopkins B, Regenbogen SE, Hrebinko KA, Holder-Murray J, Wiseman JT, Ejaz A, Wise PE, Ye F, 
Idrees K, Hawkins AT, Balch GC, Khan A. Association of Surgical Approaches and Outcomes in Total Mesorectal 
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